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Part 1: Introduction 

This educational publication is intended to assist users of the California Building 

Standards Code, Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations (Title 24) who may need to 

access state laws, regulations and legislation online. Users such as state and local 

government officials, those who work in the building trades and interested members of the 

public may need to review state laws relating to the design, construction and use of 

buildings, the development of building standards in Title 24, or the mandates for 

enforcement by local government.  

Laws and Regulations: What’s the difference? 
For those who don’t work in government or who may not be familiar with the process, it 

can be challenging to understand the difference between laws and regulations. Following 

is a brief explanation. 

California state regulations contained in the California Code of Regulations (CCR) 

implement, interpret or make specific the laws enforced or administered by them, and 

include building standards. State laws authorize the adoption, creation and enforcement 

of regulations, and are enacted by the legislative process involving the legislative and 

executive branches of state government. The legislative branch consists of the two 

houses of the state legislature—the Senate and Assembly. The executive branch is under 

the leadership of the governor, who signs or vetoes bills passed by the legislature, or 

allows legislation to become law without action.  

There are 29 separate codes that make up the body of California state law: 
Business and Professions Code 

Civil Code 

Code of Civil Procedures 

Commercial Code 

Corporations Code 

Education Code 

Elections Code 

Evidence Code 

Family Code 

Financial Code 

Fish and Game Code 

Food and Agricultural Code 

Government Code 

Harbors and Navigation Code 

Health and Safety Code 

Insurance Code 

Labor Code 

Military and Veterans Code 

Penal Code 

Probate Code 
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Public Contract Code 

Public Resources Code 

Public Utility Code 

Revenue and Taxation Code 

Streets and Highways Code 

Unemployment Insurance Code 

Vehicle Code 

Water Code 

Welfare and Institutions Code 

When a bill becomes law, it is added to one of these 29 codes. Then, regulations will be 

developed by the appropriate state agency(ies) to implement the intent of the law. The 

regulations will be published in one or more of the 28 titles of the California Code of 

Regulations (CCR). Title 24 of the CCR is the California Building Standards Code and is 

reserved for building standards. 

The 28 titles within the California Code of Regulations are:

Title 1 General Provisions 

Title 2 Administration 

Title 3 Food & Agriculture 

Title 4 Business Regulations 

Title 5 Education 

Title 6 Vacant 

Title 7 Harbors & Navigation 

Title 8 Industrial Relations 

Title 9 Rehabilitative & Developmental Services 

Title 10 Investment 

Title 11 Law 

Title 12 Military & Veterans Affairs 

Title 13 Motor Vehicles 

Title 14 Natural Resources 

Title 15 Crime Prevention & Corrections 

Title 16 Professional & Vocational 

Title 17 Public Health 

Title 18 Public Revenues 

Title 19 Public Safety 

Title 20 Public Utilities & Energy 

Title 21 Public Works 

Title 22 Social Security 

Title 23 Waters 

Title 24 Building Standards Code 
Title 25 Housing & Community Devel. 

Title 26 Toxics 

Title 27 Environmental Protection 

Title 28 Managed Health Care 

 

How are laws and regulations similar? 

• Laws and regulations are similar in that they specify and organize behaviors and 

standards expected from the constituents of the jurisdiction (a city, county, state or 

country). Laws and regulations are basically rules that are established to create 

conformity within a jurisdiction. 
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• According to statutes governing the creation of laws and regulations, public 

meetings or hearings must be held to allow public testimony or comments to be 

heard before an entity decides to adopt, change or eliminate a law or regulation. 

• Laws and regulations are enforced to the extent allowed by law. 

How are laws and regulations different? 

• Laws go through the legislative process before being enacted (established as law). 

Proposed laws, known as “bills,” begin as an idea. A sponsor of the idea—who is a 

senate or assembly member—“authors” the bill and sends it to the Legislative 

Counsel, where it is drafted into an official bill that will be printed and introduced to 

the appropriate legislative house. After a 30-day waiting period, the bill is presented 

to various committees, read and debated, and subjected to fiscal hearings. 

Throughout the process, bills are posted on the Legislative Information website at 

leginfo.legislature.ca.gov where the public can give input at any time. Finally, if the 

bill has not died during the above process, it will be voted on. A new law (or change 

to or repeal of an existing law) must pass through both houses of the state 

legislature (senate and assembly) before going to the governor to be signed into 

law, vetoed or allowed to become law without action. 

• Regulations, also known as codes, are created by state agencies to implement 

laws. Individual state agencies have specific areas of authority for which they 

prepare regulations. For example, the Department of Housing and Community 

Development writes regulations that affect California’s homes and communities, 

including building standards for residential occupancies; the State Fire Marshal 

writes regulations that apply to fire and panic safety, among other topics. Each state 

agency is required to solicit public input as they develop regulations to ensure that 

they meet the intent of the law.  

• Laws apply to everyone equally, while regulations affect those who work or live 

where the regulations apply. Although everyone interacts with the built environment, 

the segments of society that deal most with building standards are designers, 

architects, engineers, those in the building trades and building officials who enforce 

the regulations.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml


 
4 

All information regarding the legislative process is available to the public online. Any 

interested party can follow a bill through the process of public input to the governor’s action 

making the bill law, and then follow the creation of regulations to implement the law by 

accessing the appropriate state agency website(s).  

The next section will help you search for laws that are the basis of state regulations.  
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Part 2: Accessing California State Laws Online 

California State Laws Related to Building Standards 

Eight of the 29 California codes contain provisions relating to buildings, or specific areas or 

features of buildings: the Business and Professions Code, Education Code, Food and 

Agricultural Code, Government Code, Health and Safety Code, Penal Code, Public 

Resources Code and the Water Code. These state laws provide the methods and authority 

for various state agencies to develop or adopt building standards (regulations) that are 

found in the California Building Standards Code, Title 24 of the California Code of 

Regulations (Title 24). Notable state laws include: 

• Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 2.5, Sections 18901 to 18949.31. This 
body of state law is known as the California Building Standards Law. It establishes 
the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC), the process for adopting 
Title 24 and many mandates for local government regarding buildings.  

• Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1.5, Sections 17910 to 17998.3, 
known as the State Housing Law, require the Department of Housing and 
Community Development and the Office of the State Fire Marshal to develop 
building standards for Title 24 to regulate housing occupancies. This law also 
includes many mandates to be carried out by local government.  

• Government Code Sections 11340 through 11361 contain what is known as the 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA). This body of law establishes the Office of 
Administrative Law, which ensures fairness, uniformity and public access to the 
rulemaking process. Section 11340.6 specifically allows any interested person to 
petition a state agency to request adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation. 
Sections 11346 through 11348 mandate public participation in the state agencies’ 
process of developing and adopting regulations (not just building standards). 

• Government Code Sections 12955 through 12955.1.1 establish accessibility 
requirements in multifamily dwellings, and the requirement for the Department of 
Housing and Community Development to develop building standards for 
accessibility in and about privately funded multifamily dwellings, and for the Division 
of the State Architect to develop building standards for accessibility in and about 
publicly funded housing.  

• Government Code Sections 4450 through 4461 establish accessibility 
requirements in public buildings and for sidewalks, and require the Division of the 
State Architect to develop the building standards for such buildings and sidewalks. 
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• Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Parts 5.3 and 5.5, Sections 19952 
through 19959.5 establish accessibility requirements in privately funded buildings 
open to the public, and for commercial facilities, and require the Division of the 
State Architect to develop the building standards for such buildings and associated 
surroundings. 

• Health and Safety Code, Division 12, Part 2, Sections 13100 through 13263 
establish fire and panic safety requirements, and require the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal to develop building standards and other regulations for fire safety in 
buildings. 

State laws that authorize or require the adoption, development and/or enforcement of 

building standards are listed as “Authority” and “Reference” citations within the regulations 

in all parts of Title 24.  

Accessing California Laws Online 

Existing California state laws are accessible on the California Legislative Information 

website at leginfo.legislature.ca.gov. Select the California Law tab to see a list of the 29 

California Codes.  

 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml
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Many laws mandating the development of building standards are contained in the Health 

and Safety Code. Selecting “Health and Safety Code – HSC” from the list results in a page 

showing all of the divisions of the HSC. 

 
Division 13 is devoted to housing laws, and Part 2.5 is reserved for state building 

standards. Sections 18901 – 18949.31 of Part 2.5 are laws specific to the California 

Building Standards Commission and its activities. In all, Part 2.5 has seven chapters that 

contain state laws governing CBSC and other laws related to building standards. 
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Specific sections of the law can be accessed from this menu by clicking on the title of the 

section and scrolling through the content. 

 

When the exact code name and section number are known, select the code abbreviation 

from the drop-down menu and enter the section number. Then, click on the Search button 

to navigate to the section entered. 
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State law can also be located by using the Text Search feature to search for words or 

phrases within a selected code. Enter key words in the boxes provided, select the box to 

the left of the code to search, then click the Search button. 

 
Searching for the words “building” and “egress” within the Health and Safety Code 

provides the results shown below: 

 
Scroll down through the page(s) of results to find the section of law desired, since 

sometimes a search will result in numerous pages where the words or phrases exist. The 

process can require some time to find the section of state law required, but this method will 

work when the section number is unknown.  
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For information on how to navigate through and apply various codes, whether printed or 

online, read CBSC’s Code Book Fundamentals, which includes detailed information 

regarding how codes are organized into different hierarchies, and how to understand 

application limitations and exceptions. 

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Resources/Page-Content/Building-Standards-Commission-Resources-List-Folder/Guidebooks---Title-24
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Part 3: California State Regulations  

State regulations are detailed rules needed to implement, interpret, or make specific the 

provisions of state law. State regulations are adopted by state agencies in the executive 

branch of state government that are charged with the responsibility to implement a 

program or requirement established by state law. Whenever a state law requires or 

authorizes a state agency to establish regulations, those regulations are adopted into the 

California Code of Regulations (CCR) which is divided into 28 separate titles. 

Title 1 General Provisions 
Title 2 Administration 
Title 3 Food & Agriculture 
Title 4 Business Regulations 
Title 5 Education 
Title 6 Vacant 
Title 7 Harbors & Navigation 
Title 8 Industrial Relations 
Title 9 Rehabilitative & 

Developmental Services 
Title 10 Investment 
Title 11 Law 
Title 12 Military & Veterans Affairs 
Title 13 Motor Vehicles 
Title 14 Natural Resources 

Title 15 Crime Prevention & Corrections 
Title 16 Professional & Vocational 
Title 17 Public Health 
Title 18 Public Revenues 
Title 19 Public Safety 
Title 20 Public Utilities and Energy 
Title 21 Public Works 
Title 22 Social Security 
Title 23 Waters 
Title 24 Building Standards Code 
Title 25 Housing & Community 

Development 
Title 26 Toxics 
Title 27 Environmental Protection 
Title 28 Managed Health Care 

 
A title is either designated for a single subject or a state agency’s regulations, and the 

enforcement of state regulations may be assigned to either state or local government.  

Whenever a state regulation establishes a building standard as defined in Health and 

Safety Code Section 18909 (state law), the building standard is adopted into the California 

Building Standards Code, Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations (Title 24). Title 24 

contains all building standards for the design and construction of buildings in California. 

Building standards are developed by state agencies having authority in state law to 

establish building standards for specific types of buildings or features of a building. The 

California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) is the state agency that oversees and 

coordinates the work of the state agencies responsible for building standards to be 



 
12 

published in Title 24. CBSC also has authority to develop building standards for specific 

types of buildings. 

In addition to Title 24, there are other regulations in the CCR relating to buildings that are 

not building standards as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 18909. Those 

regulations are located in titles other than Title 24. They are: 

• Title 8, Division 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter 6, Group I through IV, commencing with 

Section 3000, regarding elevators, escalators, dumbwaiters, stairway chairlifts and 

other forms of conveyance adopted by the Department of Industrial Relations. 

• Title 17, Division 1, Chapter 5, Subchapter 1, Articles 1 and 2, regarding protection 

of water systems, including backflow prevention and cross-connection control 

regulations adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board. 

• Title 19, Division 1, Chapters 1 through 16, with adoptions by the Office of the State 

Fire Marshal regarding general fire and panic safety, fire alarms, extinguishers, 

tents, awnings and more. 

• Title 20, Division 2, Chapter 4, regarding insulation, appliance efficiency, load 

management, California Home Energy Rating System Program, and building energy 

use data benchmarking regulations adopted by the California Energy Commission. 

• Title 21, Division 1, Chapter 1, with six subchapters of adoptions by the Division of 

the State Architect on the subjects of access to public buildings, excess flow gas 

shut off valves, the Certified Access Specialist program, construction of public 

schools and more. 

• Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 3, Articles 1 through 5, with adoptions by the State 

Water Resources Control Board regarding recycled water use criteria for dual 

plumbed recycled water systems.  

• Title 25, Division 1, Chapters 1 through 7, adopted by the Department of Housing 

and Community Development on the subjects of the State Housing Law, Employee 

Housing Act, Mobilehome Parts Act, Manufactured Housing Act of 1980 and more.  
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Accessing State Regulations Online 

The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) is responsible for overseeing the adoption of most 

of the CCR, with the exception of Title 24, and for maintaining public internet access via 

the OAL website, oal.ca.gov. Title 24 is available on CBSC’s website, 

dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes. 

 

There’s a considerable amount of information about state regulations and the code 

adoption process, also known as rulemaking, available on the OAL website. Additionally, 

there are links to the California Regulatory Notice Register (announcements of proposed 

regulations), publications and training. Visit the various links on this webpage to become 

familiar with the many services offered by OAL. 

For information about following the creation of building standards via the code 

development process for Title 24, also known as rulemaking, read CBSC’s Public Guide to 

the Building Standards Adoption Process which is designed for the general public, or the 

Guide for Creating Proposed Building Standards, written for state agencies involved in the 

code development process. Both are available on CBSC’s Resources webpage. 

Clicking on the California Code of Regulations box on the OAL homepage directs users to 

Thomson Reuters Westlaw website which hosts the California Code of Regulations. Use 

the search function to find regulations by one of four options: Search for Words, Search 

within Specific Title(s), Search for a Specific Regulatory Section, or Find a Specific 

https://oal.ca.gov/
http://dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
https://oal.ca.gov/
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Resources/Page-Content/Building-Standards-Commission-Resources-List-Folder/Guidebooks-on-Rulemaking
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Resources/Page-Content/Building-Standards-Commission-Resources-List-Folder/Guidebooks-on-Rulemaking
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Resources/Page-Content/Building-Standards-Commission-Resources-List-Folder/Guidebooks-on-Rulemaking
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Resources/Page-Content/Building-Standards-Commission-Resources-List-Folder/Guidebooks-on-Rulemaking
https://oal.ca.gov/
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Regulatory Agency. Note that searching Title 24 will produce zero results, since Title 24 is 

not hosted by OAL, however the link goes to CBSC’s website for Title 24. 

 
To search for Section 16 of Title 25, enter the title and section numbers in the appropriate 

boxes.  

 
  

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
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The above search will result in a page with a link to the text of the regulation(s). 

 

 

If the title or section number is not known, search by keywords within all of the CCR or 

within selected titles, using the names of the titles to narrow the search to the subject of 

interest. Then, continue drilling down through the menus of contents to find the appropriate 

regulation. 

…  

Remember, Title 24 is not searchable on OAL’s site. 
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To find Title 24 regulations, visit the Codes tab of CBSC’s website. CBSC posts links to the 

websites of the publishers of Title 24. Due to copyright limitations, these codes are not 

available for download or printing without purchasing them from the publisher. CBSC staff 

is happy to assist users with finding regulations for many non-residential applications. Staff 

can also refer callers to the state agencies with jurisdiction over other parts of Title 24 such 

as the residential, fire or energy codes. Users can also access a listing of state agencies 

and their regulatory jurisdictions on the Contact tab of CBSC’s website.  

 

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Contact
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Part 4: Accessing California State Legislation Online  

Legislation is the process by which bills become the laws (Part 2 of this guide) that are 

then clarified and implemented by regulations (Part 3 of this guide). Constituents can 

follow the legislative process for areas of interest by visiting the California Legislative 

Information website. 

Following are some common terms and abbreviations you will encounter when accessing 

legislation online. 

Abbreviations and Common Terms Relating to Legislation: 

AB: Assembly Bill. See Bill Identification Numbers.  

Bill or Legislative Bill: A written legislative proposal introduced in either the California 
Assembly or Senate. A bill is a proposal to amend or repeal state law, or to enact new 
state law. The bill's contents are not law until the bill is passed by both the assembly 
and senate, then acted on by the governor, and finally, chaptered by the Secretary of 
State (SOS).  

Bill Identification Numbers: Identification numbers are assigned to bills in the order of 
their introduction. If introduced in the California Assembly, the bill gets an AB number. 
A bill introduced in the California Senate is assigned an SB number. The assembly and 
senate assign bill numbers sequentially within each chamber during each legislative 
session, so there can be an AB 100 and an SB 100 in the same legislative session, yet 
proposing very different legislation. Alternatively, bills in both houses proposing similar 
legislation will most likely have different bill numbers. 

Chaptered. Each bill that is passed by the two houses of the legislature and signed by 
the governor, or allowed to become law without signature, is sent to the Secretary of 
State’s (SOS) office, where it is assigned a permanent chapter number. For example, 
when fictional-bill AB 100 is enacted, it is given chapter number 551 by the SOS, 
indicating it is the 551st bill to pass during the current legislative session. All future 
printings of the bill by the legislature will include both the bill identification number and 
the chapter number. If AB 100 passed in the 2019 legislative session, it will be referred 
to as AB 100, Chapter 551 of the 2019 Statutes. From this point on, even though it 
does happen, it is technically incorrect to refer to the bill by only its original bill number 
AB 100 because bill numbers are reused.  

Enactment or Enacted into Law. Enactment is another way to refer to the final act of 
a bill being chaptered and becoming law.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml


 
18 

Enrolled. A bill that is enrolled, or marked, is a bill that has passed the two houses of 
the legislature and has been sent to the governor for approval or veto. The bill will 
become law only if signed by the governor, or if the governor takes no action after 30 
days (not a popular option).  

Legislative Session. A California legislative session is two years in length. New bills 
may be introduced in the first and second year of the session. A bill that does not pass 
in the first year, but remains active, may be passed in the second year. 

SB. Senate Bill. See Bill Identification Numbers.  

Review the Glossary of Terms on the legislature's website under the Publications tab for 
more key words and terms relating to legislation. 

 

Accessing state legislation online 

California legislative bills may be accessed in person at the state capitol, from legislative 

bill service companies, via industry and trade organizations, and through the California 

Legislature's website. Interested parties can obtain specific bill numbers by subscribing to 

mailing lists or newsletters, reading trade magazines or blogs, or frequenting news outlets 

that cover the subject matter of interest. For instance, the California Building Standards 

Commission (CBSC) routinely publishes a list of legislation affecting building standards in 

its quarterly newsletter. 

Since November 2016, all legislative information from 1999 to the present is located  

on the California Legislative Information website at leginfo.legislature.ca.gov. Legislative 

activity information prior to 1999 can be found on the legislative information archive 

website at leginfo.ca.gov. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/glossaryTemplate.xhtml
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml
http://leginfo.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.ca.gov/
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The current legislative information site provides access to proposed legislative bills, a 

subscription service for legislative alerts, and the ability to select bills for follow-up and 

tracking. The legislative schedule is shown on the left side of the screen, and quick links 

are provided on the right. A quick search feature is available on the Home page, or select 

the Bill Information tab to refine a search even more. 

 

Search for bills by the bill number, author name, chapter number, or by using keywords or 

phrases, on the Bill Information tab. 
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Entering bill number AB 684 and the session year 2019-2020 will result in the following 

screen (shown in part). Read or print the bill from this screen. 

 
The Today's Law As Amended tab shows all of the proposed amendments to existing law. 

This feature is useful because the printed or on-screen version in the Text tab of a 

legislative bill only shows the most recent amendments as a bill proceeds through the 

legislative process. With this feature, all amendments are identified regardless of when 

they were added to the bill. 
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Click on the History or Status tab of the bill to see where it is in the process. AB 684 was 

“Enrolled on September 13, 2019,” but checking the History or Status tab reveals that the 

governor vetoed this bill.  
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How to review a bill and its timeline 

This section looks at AB 565 of the 2017-2018 legislative session.  

1. The cover page of AB 565 shows that 
bill was introduced on February 14, 
2017 by Assembly Member Bloom. 

2. Also, the bill was amended four times, 
most recently on August 24, 2018. 
Each time a bill is amended it is 
updated and reprinted/republished for 
access on the legislature's website. 

3. Following the introduction date, the 
cover page provides identification of 
the state law(s) to be amended, 
repealed or enacted by this bill. This 
bill proposes to add new provisions to 
the California Health and Safety Code. 

4. The Legislative Counsel's Digest, 
written by the non-partisan Office of 
Legislative Counsel, tells what is 
required by the current state law 
relating to the proposal, and what the 
bill proposes to change or add.  

5. Each time a bill is amended, the 
resulting text will illustrate the 
amendments to existing law with 
strike-out and italic font attributes. If 
the bill is amended again, the 
illustrations of the previous 
amendments are removed and only 
the new amendments are shown on 
the Text tab. View the bill on the 
Today’s Law As Amended tab to see 
all amendments.  

If the bill proposes new law, and not 
an amendment to existing law, the 
italic attribute is not used.
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Each major segment of a bill proposal is identified by a section number beginning with 

number 1. Here, Section 1 identifies that the proposal is to add new Section 18941.15 to 

the Health and Safety Code. Note that these section numbers are different from the 

section numbers used in the actual text of the law.  

In a downloaded PDF version of the bill, line numbers are shown next to the bill text. Line 

numbers are used during legislative hearings and written communications to quickly 

identify certain provisions for discussion.  

Note the following font attributes for existing, removed and added law text: 

• Standard (upright) font for law text that is unchanged by the amendment(s) 
• Strike-out for previous law text being removed by the amendment(s) 
• Italic font for new proposed law text added by the amendment(s) 

AB 565 became law in September of 2018, so the heading of the bill as shown online now 

indicates that it has been given chapter number 573, and the dates of the amended 

versions have been removed. Also, the name of the state law added, amended or repealed 
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is shown and the final Legislative Counsel's Digest is provided. The enacted law text 

follows. 

To see the history of amendments made to AB 565 during the legislative process, access 

the Compare Versions tab for this bill. Select a version for comparison using the dropdown 

menu provided, and then press the “Compare Versions” button to the right of the dropdown 

box. 

 
Changes that have been made between the two versions selected will be shown in blue 

(for added text) and red strikethrough (for deleted text). 

Using the Legislative Index 

Another way to find bills affecting specific areas of state law is to access the Legislative 
Index available on the Publications tab of the Legislative Information webpage. There are 

two versions of the Index available, one for the current session and one for prior sessions.  

 

Within the Legislative Index, search by keyword(s) to find relevant bills, and then click on 

the bill number to see its status—whether it’s been vetoed, chaptered, amended or died 

before becoming law. Each bill number is a live link to the bill.  
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Additional Information 

Here are some points to keep in mind when reviewing legislation. 

1. A bill is only a proposal until it is enacted. To be enacted, a bill must be voted on and 

approved by both the senate and assembly. Then the bill must go to the governor, 

who has 30 days to approve and sign the bill, or to veto the bill. If the governor does 

not act to approve or veto the bill within the 30-day period, the bill becomes law 

without the governor's action. 

2. The legislature has 60 days to override the governor's veto. A vetoed bill requires a 

two-thirds vote for passage in both legislative houses in order to become law. 

Overrides do not occur often.  

3. Bill numbers are reused each legislative session. The chapter number is the 

permanent identification of an enacted bill. Here are examples of the proper way to 

reference a bill that has become law.  

• AB 565 of the 2018 legislative session that became Chapter 573 of the 2018 
Statutes 

• AB 565 (Chapter 573, Statutes of 2018) 
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4. When two bills enact additions or amendments to the same section of existing law, 

the bill chaptered last takes precedence. When two bills propose amendments to the 

same section of law, there will be instructions in the bill language as to which bill will 

take precedence if both bills are enacted. When a chaptered bill is superseded by a 

later-chaptered bill, the first bill has been "chaptered out." 

Example: AB 100, Chapter 551 of the 2018 Statutes, and SB 200, Chapter 676 of 

the 2018 Statutes, both enacted new Section 12345 of the California Health and 

Safety Code. SB 200 was chaptered last, so it takes precedence and AB 100 is 

chaptered out and has no effect. Note: The numbers used in this example are 

fictitious. 

Conclusion 

With an understanding of the differences between legislation, laws and regulations—and a 

little practice—finding the information needed for a particular application or project should 

be quick and easy. 

Contact CBSC with any questions or comments: 

California Building Standards Commission 
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
Phone: (916) 263-0916 

CBSC’s Email address is cbsc@dgs.ca.gov 

CBSC’s Website is dgs.ca.gov/BSC 

 

mailto:cbsc@dgs.ca.gov
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc
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